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From African spirituals to Hip Hop 


NECC Professor. 
Kevin Comtois gives 
a review of 
American music and 
ow its roots began 
with the Negro Slave 
songs and traveled 
into todays music. 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


To say Professor Kevin 
Comtois loves music is an 
understatement, akin to saying 
Mother Teresa loved the poor. 
He breathes music, thinks 
music, eats and drinks music. 
He lives music. He plays 
acoustic instruments includ- 
ing guitar, harmonica and 
banjo. Comtois teaches in the 
Global Studies department. In 
2011, he taught an Honors 
course titled the Social and 
Political History of American 
music. 

He incorporates music into 
his classroom teaching to 
relax the atmosphere, encour- 
age discussion and debate, to 
lighten the mood before a test 
and or to make a point about a 
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This powerpoint visual 
shows an advertisement 
for a book about Negro 
slave songs, also known 


as African — spirituals. 
They became the corner- 
stone and building block 
for American music, 
including Jazz, Blues, 
Rock n Roll and Rap. 


point of history or a contro- 
versial issue in our countrys 
past. 

Yet music is not his only 


ence fiction short stories, 
music history essays, political 
blogs and songs. Some of his 
writings can be found on his 
website www.mysite.versi- 
zon.net/comtoisk. 

After receiving his under- 
graduate degree from 
Westfield State College in 
political science, his graduate 
degree from UMass Boston in 


American Civilization, he 
received two National 
Endowments for the 


Humanities grants. The first 
was to study the Industrial 
Revolution in Lowell, MA, 
the second, in 2005, was to 
study Jazz for a month at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis with Dr. Gerald Early. 

As a member of the 
Speakers Bureau, NECC loans 
him out to varying non-profit 
organizations to do presenta- 
tions. NECC picks up all the 
costs for these presentations. 

Comtois gave an animated 
mixed media presentation at 
Memorial Hall Library enti- 
tled “African Spirituals to Hip 
Hop” in Andover on February 
28th. In addition to a 
Powerpoint visual, he includ- 
ed audio recordings and 
videos. 


Parnassus opportunities 


Access to publishing 
space for all students 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Donations are generally 
made as of an act of kind- 
ness. They can be checks 
written to organizations 
that fight famine, cancer, 
or as small as spare change 
given to someone without 
shelter or food. Quite sim- 
_ply, they are voluntary acts 
made with the intent that 
it's going to a good cause. 

But what happens when 
that very act that goes to 
help or at least support a 
good cause is denied? 
Parnassus, the literary 
magazine of NECC, knows 
this feeling. 


According to Parnassus 
Faculty Advisor, Patrick 
Lochelt, donations were 


denied to the club on the basis 
that it was in direct conflict 
with the NECC Fund, which 


helps provide 
much needed 
scholarship 
awards to stu- 
dents and pro- 
gram grants to 


faculty and 
staff. The 
NECC Fund is 
managed by 


instutional 
advancement 
and Lochelt 
said he has 
had an ongo- 
ing dialogue 
with Vice 
President for 
Institutional 
Advancement 
Jean Poth. 
While donations made 
to the NECC Fund are for 
good causes, Lochelt and 


other members of 
Parnassus, had trouble see- 
ing see why the club, 
which helps students blos- 
som artistically each 
semester, couldn't receive 
donations. 
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“They feel that it is in 
direct conflict, that it 
would somehow minimize 
what they are trying to do 
with the NECC Fund,” said 
Lochelt. “Our belief is that 
if people want to donate, 
they should be able to, 
because that's their 
money.” 


Continued on Page 9 


In this Powerpoint slide African slaves sing songs on 
‘ plantations: where they lived to keep a working Bae Ee 
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en ee 


when they worked, communicate secret meeti 

tions, map out escape routes to the north, express their 
oppression, and poke fun at whites. In order to do this 
successfully, they created and used the double enten- 
dre, which carried over into every genre of American 
music, with the possible exception of rap, where most 


songs hold nothing back. 


Comtois teaches that 
Africans brought drums and 
banjos with them on slave 
ships over to this country. 
Soon after they got here most 


slave owners banned the use 
of instruments for the slave. 


Continued on Page 7 


Mayda Del Valle 


Chicago artist 
visits LHS at the 
invitation of the 
White Fund. 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
correspondent 


“We be sound to beat to bass 
to bone to flesh. We are all truly 
miraculous.” This is the final line 
from the poem “A Faith Like 
Yours” written by Poet Mayda del 
Valle. On March 7, Del Valle, 
acclaimed poet and spoken word 
artist, will be presenting a White 
Fund Lecture that is titled “The 
Passion of Poetry and the Power 
of Artistic Expression.” This 
event will be from 8:45 to 10 am 
at the Lawrence High School, 
which is located on 70-72 North 
Parish Road. 


Del Valle was born and raised 
on the South side of Chicago by 
parents who were both from 
Puerto Rico. She began writing 
when she was 13 as a way to 
express herself and write about 
what was going on in her life. Not 
only did she write, but she began 
to do a lot of theater in high 
school and got involved with the 
underground Hip Hop 
“You can still hear the 
influences of my cultural back- 
ground and hip-hop in my work,” 
she said. It was when she graduat- 
ed college that she knew she 
wanted to pursue a creative life. 
“T wasn't really cut out for an 
ordinary 9 to 5,” she said. With 
that, she moved to NYC and start- 
ed competing on the poetry slam 
since that was a good vehicle for 
her to share her work. Del Valle 
has been very successful. 

Continued on Page 7 


local 
scene. 
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Editorial 


Spring Break 


“What is the difference 
between the South and the rest of 
America? It was a while before I 
figured out there isn't any. The 
South is America. The South is 
what we started out with in this 
bizarre, slightly troubling, basi- 
cally wonderful country -- fun, 
danger, friendliness, energy, 
enthusiasm and brave, crazy, 
tough people. After all, America 
is where the wildest humans on 
the planet came to do anything 


they damn pleased.” P.J. 
O'Rourke, Rolling Stone maga- 
zine, 1982. 


O'Rourke is an American born 
political satirist, journalist and 
writer. He has written 17 books, 
including “Don’t Vote -- It Just 
Encourages The Bastards.” 

While what he says may have 
a ring of truth to it, now is not the 
time to take it to heart. Spring 
break is almost upon us, and 
while we all want to kick back 
and have a good time, if part of 
your kick back plan is to leave the 


country, recent news stories 
remind us that it is of the utmost 
importance to apply due diligence 
in your unfamiliar surroundings. 
Travel in groups of two or more. 
Always let someone know where 
you are and where you are going 
to be. Have a pre-determined plan 
if something goes wrong. 

If you're going to stay in the 
country for your spring break, 
with any luck you should be get- 
ting some beautiful and refresh- 
ing spring weather. The snow will 
have a melt down and will be 
gone from the roads and the week 
will fly by in a flash. Even so, be 
careful and be safe out there. 

Whether in the country or out, 
as you abstain from classes and 
homework, let your brain defrost 
so the warm spring sunshine can 
melt away any ice deposits and 
you can be ready to breeze 
through the rest of the semester. 

We hope you have a fun, rest- 
ful, safe spring break. 
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Letter to the editor: 
Scholarship importance stressed 


A scholarship forum offered 
to Northem Essex students on 
Feb. 26 gave helpful information 
and tips on finding and applying 
for free money for college. 
Organized by the NECC Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society the 
intention of the forum was to 
encourage students to attain the 
funds they need to continue their 
education or move on to four- 
year colleges. 

Scholarships are available for 
new students, students that will 
still be attending a community 
college next year, and transfer- 
ring students. The money can be 
used for tuition, fees, books, and 
health insurance. 

According to Lindsey Mayo, 
director of alumni relations, who 
led the scholarship forum, the 
most important piece advice, is to 
be your own advocate. There is 
help out there, but you have to 
take the first steps and be proac- 
tive in your search. No one is 
going to just hand you the money. 
There is a lot of money out there 
- millions of dollars. NECC alone 
gave $168,000 in scholarships to 
students last year, and they are 
only one of the many sources of 


Roaming Reporter 


scholarships available to stu- 
dents. 

It's important to get together a 
list of all the scholarships you 
want to apply: for, and then note 
all the requirements such as rec- 
ommendations, transcripts, and 
essays. Write down the due dates, 
and give yourself enough time. 
Professors and other people writ- 
ing recommendations may be 
busy and may not be able to get 
the recommendations to you on 
short notice. Former high schools 
and colleges may also have a wait 
time in getting the needed docu- 
ments to you. 

The essays may seem like a 
daunting task but when you think 
about it, it is a small thing to do 
for what could mean a lot of 
money. The writing centers at 
Northern Essex offer help to stu- 
dents with their essays for the 
scholarships. Even if you don't 
feel you need help writing, it can 
be good to have another person 
read the essay and offer com- 
ments on it. 

If you have a 3.5 GPA or 
greater you may qualify for mem- 
bership in the PTK Honor 
Society. Becoming a member 


gives you access to 37 million 
dollars in scholarships through 
the organization and other four- 
year colleges and organizations 
that value the achievements rec- 
ognized by the honor society. 
The NECC PTK_ Honor 
Society realizes that applying for 
scholarships can at times be a 
confusing or intimidating task 
and hoped by offering the schol- 
arship forum to fill a void in the 
lack of a dedicated scholarship 
advisor at the college, to encour- 
age students to apply for scholar- 


ships. 
For more information on 
NECC scholarships go to 


www.necc.mass.edu/scholarships 
The site also has links to external 
scholarships, and independent 
scholarship search sites. NECC 
and many other colleges and 
organizations are now taking 
applications, so get out there and 
start applying! 


Michele Simon President 
NECC Phi Theta 


Kappa Honor Society, 
Beta Sigma Lambda 


Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 
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What are you doing over spring break? 


all submissions. 
Spring 2013 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Features Editor: Everson Taveras 
Photojournalist: Michele Simon 
Opinion Editor: Jessica Palmer 
News Editor: Milka Martinez 
Campus Life Editor: Ashlee Ferrante 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Alexander Spinelli 
Sports Editor: Matt Gingras 
Copy Editor: Thomas Shamma 
Circulation Manager: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


ADAM CLANCY 
JOURNALISM 


ALYSON STRUGNELL 
JOURNLISM 


ALLISON KING 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism | and would like to be on 
COMMUNICATION 


Staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


“Just hanging with 


“Staying at home 
i friends” 


relaxing” 


= "Going to party” 
Publication schedule 


Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


March 27 
April 10 
April 24 
May 8 


March 22 
April 5 
April 19 
May 3 


Interviews and Photos by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 


How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 
and articles for publication may be submitted via email. All letters and articles 
must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 
received by the Observer email system 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


*Include Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line 


ALYSSA BEAN 


ASHLEY GODJIKAN 


RACHEL MAROLA 


JOURNALISM ; 
While we attempt to publish all letters, GENERAL STUDIES BUISNESS 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, “Going to Florida’’ “Going to Florida” “Relaxing” 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Technology and students 


The effects 
technology has on 


college students 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


In 2013 it's rare to find a 
college student without a 
smartphone, iPad, or laptop 
on campus. Technology has 
become a part of our every- 
day lives. Many _ people 
believe that technology has 
been the downfall of many 
students’ grades and _ the 
decline in quality of their 
work. 

Paul Coffey, a Journalism 


major, believes that students 
are abusing the privilege of 
technology in their classes. 

“Every time I go into the 
computer lab in any of my 
classes," says Coffey, "Not 
only I, but my other class- 
mates as well, would use the 
computers to look up on their 
Facebook rather than paying 
attention in class. 

"I also have seen some 
students in my traditional 
classes using their laptops 
during class and would go on 
the internet or even play 
games.” 

Technology is drawing the 
importance of focusing in 
class and is withholding us 
from absorbing important 


information that could later 
on be on a quiz, midterm, or 
final. Although technology 
makes more accessible, its 
main purpose of being help- 
ful has backfired. 

According to a document 
on the students' section of 
Penn State University's web- 
site, “Studies have shown 
that since students are so 
used to multitasking they 
have trouble focusing all of 
their attention on  school- 
work.” 

Many believe that being 
able to handle many tasks at 
once will benefit us in the 
long run. However, being a 
multitasker with technology 
and social media can cause 


problems when one needs to 
focus solely on school work. 

When trying to compre- 
hend homework and class- 
work, it’s hard to keep on 
track because students are 
distracted by their life out- 
side of class, and the last 
time they checked their 
Twitter or Tumblr accounts. 

Technology has changed 
our mental priorities. Instead 
of makingschool work and 
class a significant task of 
every day, we focus more on 
our social life and the latest 
gossip. 

Kristen Eldredge, a 
General Studies major, sees 
technology as an easy way 
out. “Technology has totally 


taken away people’s drive to 
do school work. I mean, is 
someone going to worry 
about reading a chapter in a 
book when they can just 
Google the question on their 
Smartphone?” 

Being in a_ tech-savvy 
world it’s hard to not be 
absorbed in all the technolo- 
gy, but by putting down the 
smartphone and_ shutting 
down the iPad you can train 
your mind to focus on the 
task at hand rather than 
allowing it to wander off. 
Remember your priorities 
and remember that there are 
more important things than 
Facebook and your newest 
app on your iPhone. 


Six strikes law puts internet at risk 


ISPs to cut service to 
customers who use 


peer-to-peer software 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 


At the end of February, the 
Copyright Alert System 
(CAS) went into effect. 


Turn your Associate's 
into a Bachelor’s 


4 good reasons to transfer to 


Saint Joseph's College 


1. Seamless transfer of your degree and credits to Saint Joseph's. 
2. Minimized tuition costs; financial aid for qualified students. 
3. Personalized and supportive environment, on campus and online. 


The law, more widel 
known as the “Six strikes’ 
law, empowers internet serv- 
ice providers to reduce the 
quality of service they pro- 
vide to their customers if they 
are accused of copyright 
infringement. 

In theory, if a customer 
persists in copyright infringe- 
ment, they will recieve a 
series of six increasingly 


stern warnings, followed by a 


4. Relevant, career-focused programs. 


On Campus Bachelor's Programs: 800-338-7057 
Online Bachelor's Degree Completion: 800-752-4723 
For information, please visit your transfer office. 
Visit our website: online.sjcme.edu/transfer 


3 “ 


Lig st s2 


SAINT JOSEPHS 


COL LE: Gi ON-LEN-E 


“Throttling” of service -- 
which means the quality of 
the internet access they’re 
paying for will be reduced to 
a fraction of its advertised 
speed. 

Customers can appeal each 
accusation, if they pay a $35 
fee to defend their case. This 
$35 is returned if the appeal is 
ruled in the customer’s favor. 

In practice, most people 
who engage in piracy are 

mmgaware of the 


ods by which 
they can con- 
ceal their 
act i Vet yas 
Virtual Private 
Networks, 
proxies, TOR, 


and content 
lockers all 
offer easy 


ways to share 
media without 
the 


A r s 


Technica, an 
online news 


York 


Find your “silver lining” 
in this unorthodox 


romance film 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Correspondent 


If you're looking for your typical, 
over-the-top romance film, then this 
movie is not for you. “Silver Linings 
Playbook,” which was written by New 
Times 
Matthew Quick and adapted into a 
film directed by American filmmaker 
David O. Russell. However, this is not 
your average love story. It's a story 
about love, family, overcoming your 
obstacles and most importantly hav- 
ing faith that things will get better or, 
“finding the silver lining.” 

The film has some big name 
performers including Bradley Cooper, 
Robert DeNiro, 
Julia Stiles and Chris Tucker. Cooper 
plays Pat Solatano who was just 
released from serving an 8-month sen- 
tence in a mental facility. Solatano 


source focused on cutting- 
edge technology, even asked a 
Comcast spokesperson “To 
confirm that six strikes would 
not be able to see a potential 
violation if the user was using 
a VPN, he responded: ‘I think 
you're right.”” 

The ISPs openly admit that 
this law won’t discourage 
experienced pirates, and any- 
one else can’ learn how to 
dodge the system by googling 
the terms mentioned above. 

This law instead targets by 
default families who are 
unskilled with technology -- 
who, for example, don’t know 
how to securely lock their 
WiFi, or who have children 
who use torrenting programs, 
or who use torrenting pro- 
grams to download programs 
legally, like the open-source 
operating system Linux or 
Public Domain licensed film 
Sita Sings The Blues. (The 
Copyright Alert System can- 
not distinguish between legal 
and illegal torrent activity.) 

Many of these customers 
may get as far as the third 


warning before they even 
know anything has happened - 
- the first two warnings are 
sent to whatever email 
address is officially connect- 
ed to the ISP’s account, which 
most people don’t use. Many 
people aren’t even aware, for 
example, that if they use 
Comcast, they have an @com- 
cast.net email address. 

CAS is especially damag- 
ing to low-income families, 
who may make as many as six 
mistakes a year, and who may 
not be able to risk $35 against 
the ISP’s standards for what 
constitutes proof of a legiti- 
mate download. 

It also targets businesses 
that offer free WiFi, which 
means many businesses that 
previously offered web sery- 
ice will now have to stop, or 
offer a more severely restrict- 
ed service. 

The ISPs that are imple- 
menting the Copyright Alert 


System are AT&T, 
Cablevision, Comcast, 
Verizon, and Time Warner 
Cable. 


Silver Linings 


was happily married to the love of his 
life, Nikki (Brea Bree), until he came 
home one day to find her cheating on 
him while their wedding song played 
in the background. Solatano, loses it 
and confronts his wife's lover, which 
landed him in 
instead of jail. Solatano comes home 


the mental house 


to no job, no wife, and back at his par- 
ent's house (Robert Deniro and Jacki 


bestselling author 


ee took 
Jennifer Lawrence, 


Weaver) who although loving, tend to 
make him lose his cool- adding to the 
comic relief of the film. 


Solatano ends up meeting 


Tiffany (Jennifer Lawrence) who is a 
young woman who recently lost her 
husband and is dealing with it in 
interesting ways. What starts as a 
compromise, turns into an unexpected 
romance that affects the whole family. 


It's no mistake that “Silver 


Linings Playbook” was nominated for 
8 Academy Awards including Best 
Picture, and Jennifer Lawrence's role 
the Golden Globe for Best 
Actress. This is definitely a film that 
gives everyone a little faith in being 
who they are, and embracing the 
crazy in all of us. 
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Islam up close | Staying safe on spring break 


Students and profes- 
sors visit the Islam 


Society of Boston 


Cultural Center 
By SARA BELL 
Correspondent 

On Feb. 19, Professor 


Stephen Russell led his col- 
leagues and members of the 
Modern Middle East class by bus 
to Boston to visit the Islam 
Society of Boston Cultural 
Center (ISBCC). 

The ISBCC is a mosque 
located in Roxbury Crossing 
where the people who regularly 
attend practice Muslim faith. 
Russell, who has been teaching at 
NECC since 2007, has started 
bringing students and colleagues 
to ISBCC to show them what 
Islam is like and how it is similar 
and different to other religions. 

Going to the ISBCC is an 
important event for the Modern 
Middle East class, because Islam 
is the dominant religion of the 
area. By physically being in a 


Mosque and observing how they 
practice the religion, the Modern 
Middle East students can connect 
more personally with Islam. 

One student observed how 
even though we are in America; 
women are still segregated from 
the men. Another student said 
they loved the timing and move- 
ments of the prayer. When 
Muslims pray (which they do five 
times a day), they stand, kneel, 
bend over, and bow in a specific 
sequence. 

The prayer that the students 
observed was chanted during the 
afternoon (Asr Iqama). Heidi 
Roy, a mother and student in the 
Modern Middle East class, said 
that observing the prayer was her 
favorite part of the field trip. 
Even though she's a Christian and 
did not fully agree with the 
Muslim religion, she still loved 
learning about it and seeing how 
peaceful the prayer was. 

She signed up for the Modern 
Middle East class because she 
needed a history elective, but also 


said, “[I] thought it would be 
much more exciting to learn 
about this instead of U.S. 
History." 


Spring Break is not 
all about fun 


By KELSEY HAMEL 
Correspondent 


According to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, nearly 800,000 chil- 
dren reported missing each year. 
The NCMEC states that 203,000 
children are kidnapped by family 
members and another 58,200 are 
abducted by non-family mem- 
bers. 

With spring break right 
around the corer, it is important 
to stay safe if traveling. Many 
college students will travel to 
tropical destinations. According 
to the State Department, 100,000 
will travel to Mexico. 

When binge drinking and 
meeting new people mix, it 
becomes dangerous if students 
are in unfamiliar areas and dan- 
gerous situations. Mexican city 
tourist attractions have high vio- 
lence and high crime rates, but 
Cancun, Mexico, ranks the high- 
est. 

Ross Thompson, co-founder a 
travel safety company named 
Mayday360, says the biggest 
danger for college students party- 
ing during spring break in 
Cancun is that, “They act like 
they are still in the U.S. and that 


Students enjoying the beach on break. 


the U.S. law will protect them. 
That's wrong and can add up to 
disaster.” 

Rape is also a very common 
danger to spring breakers. When 
traveling, stick with a friend and 
never go off alone. Always be 
aware of your surroundings and 
do not be naive to the dangers 
that are possible. 

Not all students travel to 
resorts during spring break. 
Northern Essex Community 
College student Alison Posey of 
Danville, NH is staying home 
this year to work and relax during 
the break. 

“I feel that spring break is 
beneficial because it gives extra 
time, which allows students to 
work extra hours, spend with 


their friends and family and go on 
vacation,” Posey said. 

Fellow Northern Essex stu- 
dent Erin Campbell of Plaistow, 
NH has other plans. Campbell 
plans to use her vacation as a 
time to travel and visit her sister 
in Pennsylvania. 

“I'm hoping to be working on 
my photography there because it 
is a really nice little town with a 
lot of great places for photogra- 
phers,” Campbell said. 

Campbell also plans to stay 
busy by training for a new job 
and doing a family photo shoot 
with her aunt and cousins. 

Whether college students plan 
on traveling or staying home this 
vacation, stay safe is always a 
priority. 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 


Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 


CHARLTON 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 


One of Massachusetts’ most affordable & accredited business educations 
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Scholarships help pay the way 


The school boasts 
many scholarships 
for students to help 
pay their way in 
school. 


By MICHAEL AUGER 
correspondent 


There are plenty of scholar- 
ship opportunities out there. The 
government, corporations, col- 
leges, alumni, and non-profit 
organizations all offer alternatives 
to help students pay for their col- 
lege education. 

Many students believe they 
have no choice but to take out stu- 
dent loans for college, but that's 
not always the case. While many 
students believe only athletes and 
above-average students get schol- 
arships, there are opportunities for 
people from all walks of life, with 
all sorts of abilities and skill sets. 

There are scholarships for 
women, for people of color and 
for older students. It's not hard to 
look for scholarship opportuni- 
ties, but it's essential that students 
educate themselves. 

“It's best to check the NECC 
website," said Lindsey Mayo, the 
Director of Alumni Relations at 


NECC. "The scholarship link has 
been streamlined, we've refo- 
cused the questions. Hopefully 
this will make the process easier.” 

Vice President and Executive 
Director of Institutional 
Advancement Jean Poth echoed 
the advice: “The scholarship 
process is now live for students to 
apply. We've received over 300 
applications to date so act imme- 
diately. We awarded over $160 
thousand in scholarships last year. 
The application is fairly simple, 
but it's easier to get started as 
early as possible.” 

The only way to have a shot at 
winning scholarships is to apply. 
It's easy: some may require some 
time and effort, but after complet- 
ing an application or two the 
process becomes easier and easi- 
er. Start early and follow up. 
Diligence will be rewarded. 

Director of Financial Aid 
Alexis Fishbone said, “Read stu- 
dent email accounts. The students 
should be educated about oppor- 
tunities. The opportunities are 
there to be taken advantage of.” 

Alexis also said, “Over 70 
percent of NECC students receive 
some financial aid, which is not 
unusual. Many receive state 
scholarships. This lessens the 
impact of loans." 

“There are funds for students 
to tap," said William Heineman, 


Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. "The funding is there but 
students need to apply to take 
advantage. The NECC website 
clearly explains the process, but 
not enough students check it. 

"The challenge is finding the 
right mechanism to inform stu- 
dents. We have a subset of stu- 
dents who have figured out the 
process. We're looking for a way 
to expand that subset. 

“The faculty and staff are a 
strength, they understand the stu- 
dents and the process and they 
want to help. We are open to new 
ideas and looking for student 
input into improving the financial 
functions and services." 

Andrew Morse, a history pro- 
fessor and faculty advisor to 
many of NECC's clubs, is leading 
the fight to make the student body 
more aware of their opportunities, 
“I understand how crippling stu- 
dent loans can be. Once you have 
taken them the government is 
relentless in making sure they are 
repaid. There is no reason to take 
them out when you can take 
advantage of scholarships. 

“Start researching scholarship 
opportunities early. Use all search 
methods available. If you are will- 
ing to do the research and work 
the money is out there.” 


SHOW THE WORLD 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 


THE NEW AMERICAN WOMEN’S COLLEG! 


Don’t Just Learn It, Live It 


Transfer Info Session Dates 


Wednesday April 10, 2013 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday May 1, 2013 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday May 15, 2013 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday May 29, 2013 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday June 12, 2013 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 


588 Longmeadow Street 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 

413.565.1331 / 800.782.7284 ext. 1331 
Email: transfer@baypath.edu 
www.baypath.edu 
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Arts and Entertainment 


PlayStation 4 announcement 


Speculation on the 
Feb. 20 reveal 


By ABNER ROJAS 
Correspondent 


Last Friday, Sony 
Entertainment teased at possible 
PlayStation 4 announcement, 
scheduling a meeting in New 
York on Feb. 20th posting a 45- 
second video online inviting 
gamers to “See the future.” 

This comes only little over a 
week since Sony CEO Kazuo 


Hirai said they would let com- 
petitor Microsoft make the next 
move into the next generation of 
gaming, stating in the business 
section of The Times (via 
ign.com) “Why go first, when 
your competitors can look at your 
specifications and come up with 
something better?" 

Sony could being feeling the 
pressure after Nintendo who took 
the first step into the next genera- 
tion with the Wii U, in November 
revealed a slew of upcoming 
games for their console Jan. 23 
on their YouTube channel. 


Microsoft also had their own 
reveal of future technology called 
the IllumiRoom, which uses 3-D 
mapping expanding on screen 
entertainment into the surround- 
ing environment. While this tech- 
nology may not be the next big 
move into next gen gaming Hirai 
meant it to be, it seems to have 
been enough to get Sony into 
action. 

In an interview, NECC stu- 
dent and gamer Juan De La Cruz 
had this to say about his expecta- 
tions for a PlayStation 4 reveal: 

"The Wii U is already out and 


they showed a lot of games com- 
ing soon, but I'm just glad they 
are I would really like to see what 
the PS4 looks like. 

Q: Back in 2006 the 
PlayStation 3 was released at the 
price $600, while Xbox 360 
released a year earlier at a price at 
$400. As a result PlayStation 3 
dint catch up to Xbox 360 until 
2012.Do you think Sony's low- 
ered the price to match Microsoft 
now? 

"Hopefully [Sony] have 
found a more reasonable price 
[than their $600 previous genera- 


tion platform], especially with the 
Wii U starting at $300, 

"They need to inspire more 
gamers,immerse them into games 
they're playing like the 
IllumiRoom." 

The meeting will be Sony's 
first major address since unveil- 
ing their hand-held console 
PlayStation Vita in 2011. The 
Wall Street Journal has cited 
anonymous sources within Sony 
claiming that it is, in fact, goiong 
to be a console launch. 
Playstation fans may have a lot to 
look forward to on Feb. 20. 


Aliens:Colonial Marines review 


Segas game went 
from bad to worse 


By By PAUL COFFEY 
Correspondent 


On February 12, 2013, Sega 
released a new videogame called 
Aliens: Colonial Marines. 

This game is based from the 
movie Alien vs: Predator. 
Previously, Sega released Alien 


vs. Predator the game three years 
ago and received 7 out of 10 from 
IGN. Sega believed that it would 
be best to change the game devel- 
opers to potentially create a better 
game. 

Sega left Rebellion Oxford 
for Gearbox, developers of 
Borderlands games, which seems 
more of an improvement but that 
wasn’t the case. IGN gave Aliens: 
Colonial Marines received 4.5 
out of 10. 

Randy Pitchford, head devel- 
oper of Gearbox, claims that 


She’s a poet 


Continued from Pagel 


She won the poetry slams, 
and competed at the National 
Poetry Slam in 2001 and won the 
national title there. Not only that, 
but she actually aired in 6 
episodes of an HBO series titled 
“Def Poetry Jam.” She was also 
part of the original cast of Russell 
Simmons Presents Def Poetry 
Jam on Broadway. This eventual- 
ly went on to win a Tony award 
and toured internationally. 

In any field, whether it 
is poetry, singing, dancing, and so 
on, there is always someone that 
you look up to as a role model. 
For Del Valle, some of the poets 
she looks up to include: Sonia 
Sanchez, Amiri Baraka, Pablo 
Neruda, Saul Williams and the 
poets of the Nuyorican move- 
ment in the 70's. “I'm also influ- 
enced by rappers and musicians 
as well,’ she said. Each individ- 
ual has a certain style to their 
writing. There are writers who 
like to stick with one specific 
subject, and then you have other 
writers who are versatile and 
could write about pretty much 
anything. Del Valle would fit into 
that category. “I write about a lot 
of different things, whatever hap- 
pens to inspire me at the moment; 
culture, relationships, etc. Most 
of my poetry is personal in 
nature,” she said. Any aspiring 
poets out there reading this? 
Because Del Valle has advice for 
you guys. “Read, read, read and 
write, write, write!” she said. “As 
I've gotten older writing has 
become more about learning how 
to make it a part of daily life and 
not waiting for something big to 
inspire me. 

Although she is an 
amazing poet she does a lot more 
than just that. “I love to dance,” 
she said. “I co-direct an Afro- 


Puerto Rican dance and drum- 
ming group here in Los Angeles.” 
She also plays a little bit of per- 
cussion and dances to traditional 
music of Puerto Rico which is 
known as “bomba.” 

“The Passion of Poetry and 
the Power of Artistic Expression” 
is free and open to the public and 
judging by videos of her from 
previous poetry readings, it is 
going to be quite the powerful 
event. She delivers her poetry 
with such power and strength, 
and you can feel all of the emo- 
tions within the words. 

This event is something 
that Del Valle is really looking 
forward to. “I'm excited to be vis- 
iting NECC and the Lawrence, 
MA area,” she said. “I know 
there's a big Dominican and 
Puerto Rican population so I'm 
looking forward to connecting to 
that community.” 


three other game development 
companies also worked on this 
game. Pitchford also stated that 
Gearbox only developed a quar- 
ter of the game. Gearbox is well 
known for making great games, 
however, Aliens: Colonial 
Marines could give Gearbox a 
bad reputation. 

Colby Hadley, a Business 
Accounting major, never really 
liked Alien vs. Predator the game. 

Hadley said, “I played the 
previous game before but I could- 
n’t really get into it. I saw some 


READY 


of the trailers for this game and 
looked somewhat promising but 
once I noticed Gearbox saying 
don’t get your hopes up, I knew 
then and there that this game was 
going to be horrible.” 

Hadley highly recommends to 
not purchase this game even if the 
price drops tremendously. 

Robert Garcia, Graphic 
Design major, said, “This game 
truly makes Gearbox look bad.” 
Garcia also mentioned that the 
game shouldn’t even have a sea- 
son pass or even any download- 


able content at all. 

Aziz Boyah, general studies 
major, stated, “This looks pretty 
bad compared to what Gearbox 
has previously made.” 

Boyah said that he recently 
has purchased Gearbox’s 
Borderlands 2 and completely 
loves the game. Boyah was quite 
surprised to hear that Gearbox 
developed another game besides 
Borderlands but once he found 
out it was an Alien vs. Predator 
game, he knew that it was going 
to be a bad game. 
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MASS COWELL MAKES IT EASY! 


Become work ready, life ready and world ready at UMass Lowell. 


| 


\ 


\ 


Make the most of your undergraduate education in three easy steps: 


1. Find course requirements: 
See what courses are required for the major you want at 
www.uml.edu/requirementsbymajor. 


2. Check your credits: 

UMass Lowell credit is available for 300,000 courses from 
1,000 schools. Find out which of your credits will transfer at 
www.uml.edu/transferdictionary. 


3. Apply: 


Apply today at www.uml.edu/apply. 


Wi 


Learning with Purpose 
www.uml.edu 
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African Spirituals 


Continued from Page | 


Photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 


Professor Kevin Comtois in his 
office at NECC. 


This is when they began to sing, using 
their singing to communicate with each 
within the plantations and between plan- 
tations. Africans brought rhythm and the 
double entendre to these songs, and it 
traveled from the plantation to the 
American culture as Jazz, Blues Hip Hop 
and Rock n Roll as these genres became 
popular in American culture. 

One of the first times mainstream 
American society was exposed to Negro 
slave songs was during the American 
Civil War. The Union Army and the 
United States Congress had an agreement 
that certain escaped slaves who enlisted 
to serve on the Union lines would not be 
_ returned to their owners. As the escaped 
slaves served side by side with the Union 
soldiers they sang the songs they brought 
with them from the plantations. 

About five years after the Civil War, 
The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a group of a 
cappella singers from Fisk University 
were sent out to raise funds for the uni- 
versity and save it from bankruptcy. They 
and other groups like them are credited 
with popularizing Negro spirituals with 
the white and northern audiences. After a 
rough start they ended up contributing 
greatly to the financial well-being of the 
university. 

Around this same time, minstrel 
shows became the most popular form of 
entertainment in the country and stayed 
so for 40 or so years. These shows were 
performed by white actors who char- 
coaled their face and hands to look like 
Negros. In these shows Negros were por- 
trayed to be lazy, dumb, illiterate and 
immoral people who many times longed 
for the “good old days” back on the plan- 
tation when they were slaves. In fact, 
these songs were written for the white 
audience. They were created by and used 
in the proliferation of racism. One of the 
main characters in the minstrel show was 
Jim Crow, created by Stephen Foster, a 
white composer. State and local segrega- 
tion laws were passed from 1876-1965 to 
replace. the former Black Code laws 
passed from 1800-1866. Black Code 
laws were invalidated by the new federal 
amendment that gave Negros the right to 
vote. The colloquial term “Jim Crow 
laws” was applied to these segregation 
laws. The term is still used today to 
describe such laws. 

The character of Walt Disney's 
Mickey Mouse debuted in 1928. One of 
the most recognizable cartoon characters 
in the world, Mickey Mouse has a direct 
connection to the minstrel shows. 
Mickey Mouse resembled the blackface 
performers of the minstrel shows and 
when he first arrived on the scene had a 
minstrel show persona, constantly 
singing and dancing and perennially 
happy. Disney has changed Mickey's 
brand many times over the years to 
reflect the political-social attitudes of the 
times. 

Another character to come out 
of the minstrel show era was Zip Coon. 
In many ways Zip Coon was the opposite 
of Jim Crow. He was literate, had money, 
was hard working and slick trickster. 


This was a character that also survived 
the hey-day of minstrel shows and was 
brought into popular culture. This brand 
was used to promote Huddie William 
Ledbetter, a blues singer who was pro- 
moted under the name Leadbelly. More 
recently the brand has come to represent 
anti-white, anti-establishment, anti-man 
sentiment. A current musician who has 
adopted this brand is rapper Stagga Lee. 

New Orleans has historically 
been a hub of culturally diverse musical 
performances. It began in the 18th centry 
when slaves in the New Orleans area 
were traditionally given Sundays off. For 
years Congo Square, now an open space 
within Louis Armstrong Park located in 
the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans, 
was a place where slaves would gather on 
Sundays, dress in their native garb and 
perform the musical and dance rituals of 
the culture they were stolen away from. 
In the early 1900s, Rag Time, music with 
ragged rhythms, originated out of New 
Orleans. 

In 1910, Louisiana adopted the 
colloquial “one-drop rule.” This law 
mandated any person with one black 
ancestor, or 1/32 percentage of black her- 
itage be classified as black. This, in com- 
bination with the previously implement- 
ed Jim Crow laws effectively disenfran- 
chised an additional one-third of the pop- 
ulation in New Orleans, mostly free 
blacks, from mainstream society. In this 
one-third of the newly classified 
“blacks,” the musicians had technical 
musical skills. Instead of socializing with 
whites, they began to mix with already 
disenfranchised black musicians, who 
had improvisational musical skills. 
Congo Square is where Jazz originated 
around this time. Jazz was originally 
called Jass. 

Even though African Americans 
created Jazz music, they were not the 
first to record it. The Original Dixieland 
Jass Band, formerly the Stein Jass Band, 
an all-white ensemble, was the first 
group to record jazz in 1917. Later that 
year, the band changed their name to the 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band. Nick 
LaRocca the band leader claimed his 
band was the first band to establish jazz 
as a musical genre. 

The first African-American 
musician to cross over into the popular 
media was Louis Armstrong. He was 
known for his trumpet, cornet and vocals 
in the genres of Dixieland, jazz, tradi- 
tional pop and swing along with his stage 
personality. He was the first Negro artist 
whose music allowed him access to the 
upper echelon of American society. 

From then on Comtois says, African- 
Americans continued to be the leaders in 
jazz, blues, Rock n Roll and vocals with 
performers like Billie Holiday, Huddie 
William Ledbetter, Little Richard and 
Chuck Berry. Yet, promoters would find 
white performers like Benny Goodman, 
Buddy Holly and Pat Boone who could 
do what the black performers could do, 
send them on the road and they would get 
the popularity. Then the black performers 
would take the lead and create something 
new, taking the genres up a notch. Then 
the promoters would go out and find 
white musicians who perform up to the 
new standard and again they would get 
the popularity. The ultimate example of 
this would be Elvis Presley. As talented 
as Presley was, Comtois says, Chuck 
Berry took Rock n Roll music up a notch 
from what Presley was performing. Berry 
should have been dubbed the king of 
Rock n Roll. Comtois claims that pro- 
moters were looking for a white man 
with a black soul and they found him in 
Presley. Comtois says the music industry 
in American has been about the African- 
American taking it up a notch after the 
white man takes over the music. 

Comtois is waiting and wondering 
what the next notch is going to be. 
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This Powerpoint slide show an advertisement for Minstrel shows. They were 
the most popular form of entertainment in the United States from about the 
1870s to the 1910s. They were created by and to perpetuate racism. 


photo by Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Left — This Powerpoint slide shows Billie Holiday, aka Lady Day. She was 
bom Eleanora Harris in Pennsyivania. She was an influential Jazz musician. 
She could make her voice sound like a trumpet. She was known for her 
protest song "Strange Fruit.” 


Right — This powerpoint slide portrays Robert Leroy Johnson, a Mississippi 
bom Blues musician. He had only two recording sessions during his life, 
producing 29 songs. At the age of 27 he was poisoned by a woman who 
put what is now believed to be stricknine in his bottle of whiskey. Folk lore 
says that Johnson sold his soul to the Devil at the crossroads to get his 
musical talent. In 2003, David Fricke ranked Johnson fifth in Rolling Stone's 
list of the 100 Greatest Guitarists of all time. 


photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 


Left - This is a Powerpoint of Jim Crow, a composite character created by Tommy D. 
Rice. The name is often used to describe the segregation laws, rules, and customs which 
arose after Reconstruction ended in 1877. 


Right- This Powerpoint visual of Leadbelly was the brand for Louisiana bom Huddie 
William Ledbetter, who was an iconic American Blues musician. He was known his for 
strong vocals, being able to play many instruments including a 12 sting guitar. 


Get to know 
Professor 
Beaudry. . . 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 


Students go through a 
lot of professors at 
Northern Essex each 
semester, but they only 
know them as being our 
professors. Haven't you 
wondered what they are 
like outside the class 
room? 

Some students who 
have taken Sociology 
101 may have had Mark 
Beaudry as a professor. 
Every semester we hope 
to get a nice professor, 
He insists on just calling 
him Mark. Professor 
Beaudry's class is by far 
always a good class full 
of laughs due to his 
funny and sometimes not 
so funny jokes, but either 
way he still makes the 
time go by fast. 

Beaudry who was 
born in Worcester, has 
been teaching this course 
for eight years now. 
Besides working at 


Northern Essex he has 
also. worked for the 
USMC, Westin Hotels, 
and Lotus, and has trav- 
eled to countless destina- 
tions over the world, 


What’s happening 


Courtesy Photo 


Mark Beaudry is a Sociology professor at 


Northern Essex. 


including Sri Lanka, 
Philippines,Norway, 
England, France, Spain, 
Ireland, Japan, and his 
personal favorite, Berlin, 
Germany. 

When asked why he 
chose to be a sociology 
professor, Beaudry 
replied “I am intrested in 
the topic of security from 
a global perspective and 
the crime impact on peo- 
ple from an environmen- 
tal factor. 

“Since sociology and 


on campus? 


March 6 


Noon to 1 p.m. Brown bag lunch room TC103B 


(H) . 


March 11 
Noon to 1 p.m. Safe Spring Break, Atrium 


Lawerence. 


March 13 
Noon to 1 p.m. Safe Spring Break, C lobby 


Haverill. 


March 18-22 


Spring break. No classes. 


If you have have an event you would 
like posted in Whats Happening On 
Campus, email us at 
obesver@necc.mass.edu 


criminology both address 
these issues, I was drawn 
to them for research and 
teaching.” 

Beaudry’s own defini- 
tion of Sociology is “The 
learning to think socio- 
logically from a scientif- 
ic nature. Also, under- 
standing the complex 
issue of inequality and 
developing ideas to 
improve the world's 
social institutions in 
society.” 

Aside from sociology 
Beaudry is passionate 
about hotel security.” | 
enjoyed the hotel indus- 
try because it is so diver- 
sified and very much a 
second home for many 
people while staying 
there. 

“You must enjoy cus- 
tomer service in order to 
last in the very fast paced 
industry, every day of my 
10 years was an adven- 
ture.” 

When asked if he 
could get the chance to 
spend a day with some- 
one dead or alive 
Beaudry chose Gandhi or 
Allan Pinkerton. 

Outside the class- 
room, Beaudry enjoys 
spending time with his 
three children, reading 
and writing book reviews 
and is conducting 


research now on police 
education standards. 

For those who are 
interested in sociology, 
look to register in profes- 
sor Beaudry’s class. 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU’VE STARTED. 


EARN YOUR 
BACHELOR’S 


DEGREE, 
YOUR WAY. 


TWO GREAT OPTIONS 
1 Full-time day program 
2 24-month evening program 


Both options offer: 


e Affordable tuition 

e Small, engaging classes 

e Advising and support 

e Career services committed 
to your professional success 

¢ Real-world opportunities 

e Financial aid 


MAKE IT A STRONG FINISH. 


—— 
Merrimack 
re ep 


www.merrimack.edu/options 
transfer@merrimack.edu 
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Parnassus 


Continued from Page | 


Numerous efforts to find a 
lution have been made, the 
ost recent involving an 
xchange of emails between 
vid Sheely, a staff member of 
rnassus, and Jean Poth. 
“Parnassus and the NECC 
nd are two completely sepa- 
te entities. There are people 
o I feel would donate to 
assus and not to the NECC 
nd, and also there are people 
o would donate to the NECC 
nd and not Parnassus. Some 
both,” wrote Sheely in one of 
e emails. 
Jean Poth commented on 
e matter, refuting that there 
s a great deal of miscommu- 
cation involved. She 
plained that the the request 
r funds were all coming from 
fferent places but to the same 
rson, that the communication 
d to be centralized to be 
fective. 
“Clubs are allowed to 
cieve donations,” said Poth. 
Although Sheely provided 
fveral examples of colleges 
ho take donations for their lit- 
jary magazines, including one 
at could receive up to 
,500.Parnasuss found them- 
lves down the same road. 
| “Students should be allowed 
give donations if they want,” 
id David Goulet, a computer 
lence major. 
| But what exactly would stu- 
ents donating be contributing 
|? Would it be for a legitimate 
use... or for more pizza par- 
2s, new soda machines and 


bacon? 

In 2011, Parnassus was 
named the top two-year maga- 
zine of its kind in the country 
by the Associated Collegiate 
Press (ACP), the largest nation- 
al membership organization for 
college journalists. 

The winning issue featured 
guest author Stephen King, 
whose books have sold more 
than 350 million copies world- 
wide and have been adapted 
into a number of feature films, 
television movies and comic 
books. 

Lochelt attests that the suc- 
cess of Parnassus wouldn't 
have been possible without the 
creativity, imagination and tal- 
ent of the students of NECC. No 
differently, the students' poems, 
stories, photography and art 
wouldn't have flourished with- 
out the magazine. 

Apart from all the other 
clubs at NECC, Parnassus dis- 
tinguishes themselves as a cre- 
ative outlet that serves to cata- 
pult students creative abilities 
on both a regional and national 
level. That anyone with a pen to 
wield or a canvas to paint upon 
or few words to string together 
on a piece of paper can express 
themselves and be recognized 
for it beyond NECC. 

Like lighter fluid to fire, the 
club believes that with more 
money, the magazine would 
have better designs, more pages 
to features artists and their 
work, and as a result of it all, a 
better chance at recognizing the 
college and its students on a 
higher level. 


- Poetry honored 


owerfil and soft 
vords captivate the 
‘ttention of student 
ind staff 


‘Y JEFFREY SANTORO 
orrespondent 


February is black his- 
ory month, in honor of 
'frican American poets 


nd writers the fifth 
onual poetry’ read-in 
jas held at NECC on 


londay, Feb. 25. 

| The read-in was led 
y poet January O’Neil. 
Neil read poems from 
i own book “UNDER- 
I 


FE” and gave a little 


ackground about her- 
elf. Currently’ she 
aches at Salem State 
Niversity and is a 
tive of Norfolk 
irginia. 

“Poetry really cap- 
res everyday run-of- 
e-mill moments, cap- 
ring small moments in 
© day to day,” says 
Neil. 

Some of the influen- 


al African American 
ets of the civil rights 
ovement, including 
lwendolyn Brooks, 


Amiri Baraka, and Audre 


Lorde, were the “Words 
of )the/* people,” ‘said 
O'Neil when asked about 
the role African 


American poets and writ- 
ers played in the civil 
rights movement. 

Some of O’Neil’s own 
influences are Lucille 
Clifton, Philip Levine, 
and Sharon Olds. 

This event was spon- 
sored by Professional 
Development, Global 
Studies, Liberal Arts, 
and Student Activities at 


NECC. It was organized 
by Professor Lisette 
Espinoza. 

Students and faculty 


were both welcome to 
the event, and the 
turnout of people attend- 
ing was good. Students 
and faculty read poems 
written by influential 
African American poets 
such as Langston Hughes 


and Paul Laurence 
Dunbar. 

Espinoza would like 
to continue hosting 


events like the read-in at 
NECC and in the commu- 
nity. 

“It’s about supporting 
local artists,” Says 
Espinoza, “And getting 
students involved in 
artes 


Wife stays army strong 


Army wife holds 
family together 
while husband is 
away 


By ALyssA BEAN 
Correspondent 


A husband in the Army, a 
beautiful two-year-old 
daughter at home, a new 
school, and a completely 
new area of the United 
States. This is just a normal 
routine for new Northern 
Essex student Brittany Zelt. 

Originally from Texas, 
Zelt married her best friend 
from high school, and they 
started a family. But with her 
husband in the Army, noth- 
ing always goes as planned. 
Zelt had her precious baby 
girl and raised her for the 
first year alone, as her hus- 
band was deployed. 

But now that he's back, 
her family is stronger than 
ever. “I wake up every day so 
thankful my husband is home 
safe... My family is the best. 
My husband is so supportive 
of everything I do. He's so 
funny and sweet and super 
smart.” 

Zelt's husband was just 
recently relocated to the 
Boston Metro recruiting sta- 
tion as an Army recruiter. 
Zelt and her family expect to 
be in the Boston area for 


about three years, which is 
about the usual amount of 
time spent in one place she 
says. Zelt was previously a 
nursing student at a school in 
Tennessee, however when 
she made the transition to 
Northern Essex a couple 
months back, she was not 
immediately accepted into 
the nursing program. 

Although this was dis- 
couraging, Zelt had a very 
positive outlook on her situa- 
tion. “ It would have been 
very stressful to be in a new 
place not knowing anyone 
and being in a difficult fast 
pace program. Waiting until 
next year gives me _ the 
opportunity to brush up on 
some classes, know my sur- 
roundings, while raising my 
GPA.” 

Zelt knew right away that 
she wanted to begin classes 
as soon as she moved, rather 
than waiting and getting set- 
tled into her new home. “In 
Army life you have to uproot 
your life and throw down 
roots really fast. There is 
never time to wait. You have 
to go after what you want 
aggressively.” 

On top of being a goal 
oriented, courageous, young 
woman, Zelt is one of the 
friendliest students on the 
Haverhill campus: who will 
strike up a conversation with 
just about anyone. 

Some people in this area 
are unsure how to take Zelt's 
outgoing, southern personal- 
ity at first, but she's made 


Courtesy photo 


Brittany Zelt(right) 
alongside her two- year- 
old and husband 


many friends in the few short 
months she's been on cam- 
pus. She loves the Italian 
food here in New England, 
but is not so fond of the 
unfamiliar rotaries. 

As a woman, mother, 
wife, and student, Zelt suc- 
ceeds in all of her roles, and 
does so with a contagious 
positive attitude. She is so 
thankful for the life she has 
and the people that are with 
her through every step of the 
journey. 

“IT am so blessed to have 
the opportunity to move 
around, meet new people and 
have new experiences. I 
embrace change, and every- 
day is an adventure.” 

Zelt plans to get her asso- 
ciates degree in nursing from 
Northern Essex, and from 
there she intends to work 
with soldiers with PTSD 
through a nonprofit organi- 
zation. 


New coach, new start 


The arrival of a new 
baseball coach 
excites players with 
the promise of a 
great season ahead 


By ESTHER NIEVES 


Correspondent 

As the Northern 
Essex Knights 2013 
baseball season 
approaches, the team 


seems excited to have a 
new head coach, Jeff 
Mejia in charge. 

Coach Jeff Mejia 
a former assistant 
Suffolk 


was 
coach at 
University where he 
coached the Rams 
infielders for seven sea- 
sons. 

Mejia is also the co- 
founder of the Boston 
Jr. Rams AAU baseball 
program. Mejia intends 


to bring in new assis- 
tant coaches that plan 
on helping the team 


improve their positions. 

"Coach Mejia brings 
a whole different style 
to the team. Having a 
new coach is very dif- 
ferent, especially after 


our 2012 season. | think 
I speak for the team by 
saying we couldn't be 


happier that Mejia is 
our new coach. We all 
feel like this program 


only going to motivated 
them to do better. 
"We have more depth 


than we had last year, 
all cof - the returnains 
players knows how it 


I think I speak for the team by saying 
we couldn't be happier that Mejia is our 
new coach. We all feel like this program 


needed a change. 


— Alex Mears 


needed a change, said 
Alex Mears. Knights 
pitcher and third base- 
man. 

The Knights ended 
their 2012 season with a 


28-9 overall record. 
They went above all 
previous single school 
record and came in 
third place in the coun- 
try when they went 
down to Texas for the 


NJCAA College World 


Series. 

This season the 
Knights will be losing 
six teammates and their 
former Coach Chris 
Shanahan to division 
one schools. The team 
believes that< this 1s 


feels to come close to a 
championship and we 
all want it bad. We plan 
on working harder than 
last: year” to, notre 
close to the champi- 
onship but to win it all 
and we think Coach 
Mejia will contribute to 
that." 

The team will 
head to Davenport, 
Florida during spring 
break for their spring 
training. Where they 
will get a better feel for 
what it is like playing 
under Head Coach 
Mejia. 
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Hurley keeps active at NECC 


Hurley juggles 
sports, classes and 
raising a son while at 


NECC 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


At first glance, it would seem 
that Maeve Hurley is a typical 
college student. She goes to 
classes and keeps active in her 
life. But Hurley juggles a lot 
more than just homework: she 
also has a son to look after. 

Hurley is an Early Elementary 
major at Northern Essex, and also 
juggled work, her son and basket- 
ball during the fall semester. It's 
no easy task to budget all of her 
time efficiently. “It's really diffi- 
cult but I have a lot of family and 
friends to help support me,” said 
Hurley. “Time management is a 
big thing, you have to be organ- 
ized to make it all work.” 

Still, Hurley finds ways to 
enjoy her time at school. She's a 
member of the President's 
Running Club, played basketball 


last year, is attempting to play 
softball this year and is an active 
participant in the intramural pro- 
gram at Northern Essex. 

“T love it. I think it's great, 
another activity to do,” Hurley 
said about the intramural pro- 
grams. “You don't have to be an 
athletic person to try all the intra- 


hope, if and when they do have a 
season next year, there is a lot 
more organization and communi- 
cation,” said Hurley. 

“It would really help the sea- 
son be successful. That was one 
of the main issues. Also, recruit- 
ing more players ... because we 
didn't really have a lot of play- 


It's more of a fun thing, where you can 
meet new people and laugh and have a 


good time. 


— Maeve Hurley, on intramurals at NECC 


murals -- it's more of a fun thing 
where you can meet new people 
and laugh and have a good time.” 

On the NECC ladies basket- 
ball team, Hurley averaged 7.7 
points-per-game for the Knights, 
which was good for second on the 
team. While she wasn't able to 
enjoy a full season, she did think 
of her time as positive. 

“It was unfortunate because 
everyone that did play really did 
enjoy it. One of the things is, I 


ers.” 

She's now set her eyes on 
softball, a sport that she played 
throughout high school. She had 
planned to play at her former 
school, Rivier University, before 
her son was born. Right now 
NECC is trying to field a team in 
time for the season. 

“I'm excited and I really hope 
that we can start a softball sea- 
son,” Hurley said. “J think it 
would be great for the school and 


Knights baseball 
returns 


Under new head 
coach, Knights 
hungry to improve 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Snow may be covering the 
Northern Essex baseball 
mond, but baseball is gearing up 
again. 

After losing the third place 
game in last year's Junior College 
World Series, the NECC baseball 
team is back and hungry for 
more. 

The 10 Knights 
entered the season ranked sixth, 
but due to warmer areas playing 
earlier they have since slid down 
the polls. However, with their 
spring break and a slew of games 
in Florida, the Knights should be 
bumping up in no time. 

The Knights will have a new 
head coach in 2013, as last year's 
head of the team Chris Shanahan 
left to pursue a full time coaching 
position. 

Entering his first year as head 
coach is Jeff Mejia. Mejia comes 
from Suffolk University, where 
he spent a number of years as an 


dia- 


ranked 


assistant coach. “I live in this 
general region, so this job has 
always appealed to me,” said 


Mejia. 


Returning to the team is 
Christopher Martin, pitcher Nick 
Goodin, infielder Tyler Johnson 
and pitcher Alex Mears, among 
others. 

“Tyler did a good job offen- 
sively last year,” said Mejia. 


“This year he's done a good job of 


pushing those younger infielders 
to raise their game.” 


we're working with him,” said 
Goodin. 

Martin shares Goodin's senti- 
ments. “Coaching's actually been 
easier on us this year than it was 
last year,” said Goodin. 

The Knights finished last year 
with a record of 28-9..At one 
point, the Northern Essex squad 
won 20 games in a row before 


One thing we’re going to be able to do is 
pick up the baseball. 


— Jeff Mejia 


After coming so close to a 
championship last season, the 
returning Knights have one goal 
in mind. “I want to win the 
national championship,” 
both Goodin and Martin. 

Mejia also boasted about his 


said 


squad's pitching staff and defen- 
sive prowess. “One thing we're 
going to be able to do is pick up 
the baseball,” Mejia said. “Our 
pitching staff is also really good, 
really deep. There have been a lot 
of good bullpens.” 

While a new 
might intimidate some players, 


head coach 
Goodin says the transition has 
been pretty smooth. “He's made it 
easy, he's working with us and 


losing their last two of the season 
and heading home from Texas 
empty-handed. 

Armed with a new coach and 
tons of new talent, the Knights 
start their season during the 
school's spring break, when they 
will travel to Florida to play six 
games in seven days, including 
two games against Niagara 
Community College, the team 
that eliminated them last season 

“We're going to be looking for 
some revenge,” said Martin. 


-” 


Maeve Hurley poses with 


Knights season opener. 
the girls that want to play.” 

Her son brought her to 
Northern Essex, and Hurley has 
found a bit of a home here. She 
thinks the affordable tuition is a 
great way for potential students 
to get an education. 

“If higher education didn't 


4/11 


4/20 


4/23 
4/25 


All 


Knights Home 
Schedule -- Baseball 


Bunker Hill C.C. 3:30 p.m. 
Mass Bay C.C. 
Holyoke C.C. (DH) 
Southern Maine 
Dean College 
Massasoit C.C. (DH) 
Bunker Hill C.C. 3:30 p.m. 
Quinsigamond C.C. 3:30 p.m. 


baseball games are played at 
the Haverhill campus baseball 
field, located behind the Sport 
and Fitness Center. Games are 
free to attend, so come cheer on 
your Northern Essex Knights! 


Courtesy Photo 
her son, Sean, after the 


cost so much, especially because 
there are so many people out 
there that have potential to suc- 
ceed but wont be able to because 
they cant afford it,” said Hurley. 
“That's one of the things I really 
do like about NECC is it's afford- 
able.” 


3:30 p.m. 


Noon 


3:30 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. 


Noon 


| 
. 
: 
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NECC attempts to 
| field softball team 


(| By Matt GINGRAS 
_ Sports Editor 


Northern Essex is looking to 
field a softball team for the 
upcoming season for the first 
time in nearly fifteen years. 
____Two potential players, Kaila 
‘Nicholson and Alicia Allan, are 

trying with all their might to get 
the team together. 

“We really decided in the 

_ beginning of basketball [to form 
a softball team],” said Nicholson, 
‘who played softball in high 
school. “We talked to Sue 
_ [MacAvoy, the school's athletic 
director] and waited to get per- 
mission. We're taking it from 
ythere.” 

Right now, there are nine con- 
| firmed players for the team. 
However, Nicholson and Allan 
| 
| 


are hoping to get around 20 to 

avoid the complications that 

| plagued the ladies basketball 
team, with some players not 
i _ being able to attend some games, 
which led to the cancellation of 
_ the season. 


with an interest,” 
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There's also no need for expe- 
rience. “We're looking for anyone 
said Allan. “We 


can teach you as you go.” Both 


We're looking for 
anyone with an 
interest, we can 
teach you as you go. 

— Alicia Allan 


Allan and Nicholson played soft- 
ball in high school. 

If the school is able to field a 
team, the home field likely to be 
used is at Whittier Technical 
Regional High School. 

For those interested in signing 
up to play, there is going to be a 
meeting held on Wednesday, 
March 6 at noon is the Sport and 
Fitness Center, room D129. If 
you are unable to attend, contact 
Sue MacAvoy at 
smacavoy@necc.mass.edu or 
Alicia Allan at 00251965@stu- 
dent.necc.edu. 


School to add | Chandler Jones visits 
softball? 


Northern Essex 


Patriots DE spent 


day on campus 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


For those who attended class- 
es on Feb. 27, you may have seen 
a famous face among the crowds. 
New England Patriots’ defensive 
end Chandler Jones visited 
Northern Essex, sat in on some 
classes and wandered the halls on 
the Haverhill campus. 

The former Orange was tak- 
ing pictures with students, one 
being freshman Craig Bowen. 
“He was really cool,” said 
Bowen. “He was so nice. He took 
the time to get a picture with me.” 

Jones sat in multiple classes 
throughout the day, including 
Journalism instructor Mary Jo 
Shafer’s Journalism I and Intro to 
Mass Communications classes. 
“He did not talk, but he did shake 
my hand and thank me,” said 
Shafer. “Either no one noticed it 
was him, or my classes were very 
mature.” 

Shafer also said that she wel- 
comes shadows to visit her class- 
es. “I always like to volunteer for 


~ Ree WEY TRANSFER TO 
~ |QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 242 hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to sce 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


TRANSFER 
INFO SESSION 
Thursday, March 7, 2013 
Thursday, March 14, 2013 
Thursday, March 21, 2013 


that [College for a Day, a pro- 
gram NECC offers with high 
schools]. Northern Essex is a 
good fit for that,” Shafer said. 

The visit from Chandler Jones 
helped give the day some excite- 
ment, as students were buzzing 
throughout the halls and lobbies. 

He also sparked an interest 
from the college. Tthe Northern 
Essex Facebook page also posted 
a status saying, “Patriots fans — 
anyone see Chandler Jones on 
campus today?” The NECC 
Facebook also shared students’ 
pictures with Jones. 

The Pats first round pick (the 
21st overall selection) in the 2012 
NFL Draft had a big season last 
year for the Patriots. 

After an impressive career at 
Syracuse University, where he 
won All-Big East honors twice, 
Jones earned the NFL Defensive 
Rookie of the Month award for 
Sept. of last year. 

He recorded 45 tackles, six 
sacks and three forced fumbles 
last season for the Patriots, who 
won the AFC East title. 

Jones is one of three brothers 
who are all professional athletes. 
His brother Arthur is currently on 
the champion Super Bowl win- 
ning Baltimore Ravens. His other 


Courtest Photo 
Chandler Jones posing 
with NECC student Craig 
Bowen on Wednesday 


brother, Jon “Bones” Jones is the 


undisputed UFC 
Heavyweight Champion. 

Chandler Jones was on cam- 
pus spending time with his girl- 
friend, Northern Essex student 
Esther Nieves. 


Light 


Men’s basketball 
earns extra win 


Gateway Community 
College forced to 


vacate seven victories 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


It wasn’t the postseason win 
Darren Stratton was looking for, 
but the Knights basketball team 
earned a win by forfeit against 
Gateway Community College on 
Jan. 10. 

Gateway was forced to forfeit 
seven victories from this season, 
including their game against 
Northern Essex. Among the for- 
feits was a game against Holyoke 
Community College, giving 
Holyoke their only win of the sea- 
son, 

With 
Gateway 


their evacuations, 
Community College 
misses the playoffs and finishes 
the season a meager 3-17. 

Matt Sifferlen, Desmond Obi, 
and Will Angelini all scored in 
double-figures against the now- 
victory when the team traveled to 
Gateway. Sifferlen led the way 
with 16, while Obi had 12 and 
Angelini scored 15 off the bench. 

The game, which was played 
in Connecticut, was originally a 
68-61 loss for Stratton’s squad. 

The Knights may also pick up 


a second win, as Vermont 
Technical College is under an 
investigation for also playing 
ineligible players. 

Brandon Matano, who has 
played for Siena College, the 
University of Hawaii and 
Farleigh Dickinson, entered the 
2008 NBA Draft as a Sophomore, 
according to realgm.com. 

Under NCAA rules, 
underclassman declares for the 
NBA Draft and is undrafted, that 
player forfeits the remainder of 
their NCAA eligibility. 


However, Vermont Tech plays 


if an 


in the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics, not the 
NCAA. 

Vermont Tech won the Yankee 
Conference Tournament on Feb. 
18, but stumbled in the USCAA 
playoffs 


against Penn State 


Fayette. VT may have to forfeit 


games in which Matano 
appeared. 
With the Gateway win, 


Northern Essex moves to 12-14 
on the season. With the Vermont 
Tech game still under investiga- 
tion, the Knights may move to 
13-13, their first 
since 2008/09. 


.500 season 


= 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


The crisp winter air wel- 


comed the smashing sound of 


glass and brick walls crumbling 
Friday, Feb. 22 as the former 
Registry of Deeds building in 
Lawrence came crashing down. 
Two large demolition vehicles 
owned by Kidder Wrecking 
Company first smashed the win- 
dows then poked and tore at the 
sides of the building until the 
walls came tumbling down. 

The demolition went on with- 
out a lot of fanfare; only a few 
pedestrians stopped to watch, 
local businesses operated as nor- 
mal, and the road adjacent 
remained open. 

“The demolition process is 
state of the art. It's easier. It keeps 
the dust down. You don't have to 
block the street,” said Jean Poth, 
NECC vice president of instu- 
tional advancement and execu- 
tive director of the NECC 
Foundation, Inc., the organiza- 
tion that purchased the building. 

The demolition of the build- 
ing was completed in a day, but 
the clean up will take longer. 
Even though it came down in one 
day, preparing the building for 
demolition was a months-long 
process. Asbestos and other haz- 
ardous materials had to be 
cleared from the building first. 

The building, which has been 
empty for over 15 years, was 
once a courthouse and then 
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became the Registry of Deeds 
building. It was purchased at auc- 
tion approximately two years ago 
by the NECC Foundation, Inc. 

The NECC Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization estab- 
lished in 1972 to provide support 
and expanded opportunities for 
the college. It assists the college 
by making connections with the 
business community, other foun- 
dations and potential revenue 
sources, and by hosting a variety 
of fundraising special events. The 
Foundation Board is made up of 
40 community members. 

Before it went up for auction 
President Lane Glenn 
approached the board of the 
NECC Foundation and asked if 
the Foundation could purchase 
the property. 

It was worried that the build- 
ing could be lost at auction or to 
another developer so the best 
way to protect NECC’s interest 
was for the direct purchase of the 
property. 

“It is so strategically located 
with our campus, said David 
Gingerella, NECC vice president 
of administration and 
finance/CFO. The property con- 
nects the El Hefni Health & 
Technology Center building on 
Common Street, which is cur- 
rently under construction, with 
the back lot of the Louise 
Fournier Education Center. 

“Our strategic plan, goal one, 
is to have a comprehensive urban 
campus in downtown Lawrence,” 


photos by Michele Simon 
said Gingerella. The goal one 
concept is that the Lawrence 
Campus will be a walking 
campus; the students can take 
classes in several buildings 
and walk between the build- 
ings to classes. 

It was decided the build- 
ing would be torn down 
because the estimated costs 
of repair were in the millions. 
“It would have cost us more 
to rehab it than to build it up 
from scratch, there were so 
many things wrong with it, 
Gingerella said. He noted that 
neither the Foundation or the 
college has no immediate 
plans to rebuild on the site. 

“The President is looking 
at many options because we 
do need parking, etcetera,” 
said Poth. “The board is 
meeting on March 6 to dis- 
cuss options for the site.” 

One such proposed option 
is a 'green' space, another is 
additional parking. The board 
has yet to make the final 
decision. 

Gingerella said clean up 
should be completed by the 
end of the month. The El 
Hefni building, which is an 
eco-friendly LEED construc- 
tion, should be completed in 
the fall and may have classes 
beginning in the spring of 
2014. 

Local police and fire- 
fighters were on hand at the 
demolition. 


The view from the Fournier Education Center. Fournier bullding, left. The El 
Hefni, blue and yellow building far back, Deeds Building, right(before ‘D’ day). 


The long. vaca Rooker? of Dood building in 
Lawrence before it was torn down. 


Jean Poth, executive director of the NECC 
Foundation, on the site for the demolition. 


Feb. 22, ‘D’ day for the beilicieli came after a 
long hazardous waste clean up. 


The spray ey a vienna, hose (left) keeps 
down the dust during the destruction. 


Just acroee the eiaat ecniatitleataae: Rae 
the El Hefni building. 


photos by Michele Simon 


